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His Excellency Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, 

His Excellency, Mr. Dimitry Medvedev, President of the Russian 

Federation, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure and an honour to be here. 

 

I thank the Government of Azerbaijan for this initiative, and I 

express wishes for success from the UNESCO Director-General, Ms. 

Irina Bokova.  

 

In a world changing profoundly, we need every opportunity to 

discuss global challenges and act together. 

 

This is why the Baku Humanitarian Forum is so important.  

 

This Forum provides a platform for dialogue, for the exchange of 

views, ideas and visions. This is more vital today than ever before.  

 

Multiculturalism, the role of technologies in society, the 

advancement of the sciences and ethical issues, the safeguarding of 
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traditional values in the fast changing region and world – these 

themes raise core questions of global governance today.  

 

Taken together, they may be boiled down to a single question. 

 

This is the question of a new humanism for the 21
st
 century. 

 

What is the role of the individual in interdependent and complex 

societies? How can we ensure the dignity and rights of every man 

and woman remain the starting point for all action and the measure 

of its success? 

 

The position of UNESCO is clear. 

 

Being a humanist today means building bridges between North, 

South, East and West, and strengthening the human community to 

tackle challenges together.  

 

It means guaranteeing quality education for all.  

 

It means encouraging scientific cooperation and sharing knowledge 

for the benefit of all. 
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It means upholding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – 

notably, freedom of expression and freedom of press, which lie at 

the heart of democratic society.  

 

The modern world is multifaceted, complex and diverse.  

 

Modern network-based communication systems provide almost 

unlimited access to information and reveal brilliantly the diversity of 

global developments.  

 

But beyond diversity, we all remain humans. We share a common 

civilization, reflected through different cultural expressions. 

 

All cultures are different, but humanity is a single community, 

united around human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 

Almost twenty years ago, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, a 

regional conference in Kazakhstan organised with UNESCO’s 

support, addressed the issues of freedom of expression and freedom 

of the press in the post-Soviet area and adopted the Alma-Ata 

Declaration.  

 

The provisions of the declaration remain valid today.  
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Freedom of expression contributes to the democratic development of 

the Internet, and broadband communications facilitate the free flow 

of information.  

 

In a fast changing environment, we need to rethink our approach, but 

we must remain true to these basic principles.  

 

These ideas underpin the mandate of UNESCO and the overall 

mission of the United Nations. 

 

UNESCO’s Constitution states that meaningful peace must be 

founded [I quote] “upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of 

mankind.” A peace based solely on political and economic 

arrangements is not enough. Our Constitution says that if wars start 

in the minds of women and men; it is in the minds of women and 

men that the defences of peace must be built. 

 

UNESCO’s role today lies in bridging the gaps that exist in global 

governance. It lies in bolstering those public goods that are vital for 

our common future. 

 

UNESCO does not deliver financial aid, but crafts the conditions for 

development. 
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UNESCO does not itself keep the peace, but works to make it last. 

 

The strength of the Organization lies in its international leadership to 

foster collective action on key public goods in education, culture, 

science and communication. 

 

These are global goals, affecting all countries. 

 

The Baku Humanitarian Forum is an excellent platform to explore 

the complex challenges we face.  

 

I can hardly think of a  more fitting city to address these issues than 

Baku, a jewel on the Caspian. 

 

The stakes are high. 

 

I look forward to our debates.  

 

Thank you for listening. 

 

 


